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To

Mr. Bertel Haarder

Minister of European Affairs

Strengthen policing to protect human rights

Amnesty International Open Letter to the EU on the Occasion of the Fifth EU-SADC Ministerial Conference, Maputo/Mozambique, 7/8 November 2002

Dear Mr. Haarder,

As the European Union prepares for the fifth ministerial dialogue with representatives of the Southern African Development Community (SADC), Amnesty International calls on the European Union to promote and to offer substantial support for urgent action by SADC and its member states to address torture and ill-treatment by the police. 

Human rights are under attack every day in countries of the Southern African Development Community (SADC). Under pressure to deal harshly with rising levels of crime or through political manipulation, police inflict torture and ill-treat criminal suspects and political activists.  Excessive or unjustified lethal force is used to suppress peaceful protests. Several countries in the region have flagrantly violated the internationally recognized requirement of police to conduct their duties in an impartial manner. Biased policing in relation to minority and vulnerable communities and the political opposition has been a problem in Angola, Mozambique, Namibia, Swaziland, and Tanzania. In Zimbabwe the undermining of professional and impartial policing has taken an extreme form in the past two years. Police have been directly involved in the torture, ill-treatment, and arbitrary arrest of members of the opposition Movement for Democratic Change (MDC). Growing public concern over violent crime has pushed governments and police authorities to respond "by all means necessary" to combat crime, particularly where police officers themselves have become victims of armed criminals. In several SADC countries, including Angola, Mozambique, South Africa and Zambia this has led to suspected criminals being arbitrarily arrested, tortured or killed.

Redressing this situation is a serious challenge. It will not only be critical to the authority and integrity of SADC, but also for the sustainable development of the region in peace and democracy. The stated objective of the EU’s dialogue with the SADC countries is to contribute to building, consolidating and strengthening democratic institutions founded on transparency, accountability, good governance and the rule of law. Since 2001, the EU has also set itself the goal to promote the eradication and prevention of torture as one of the key goals of its human rights policy vis-à-vis third countries. Amnesty International calls on the EU to forcefully encourage legal reform that can help to bring standards of policing in SADC countries in accordance with international human rights standards, in particular with the absolute prohibition of torture and ill-treatment. 

Amnesty International urges the EU to call on


· Angola, Swaziland, Tanzania and Zimbabwe to sign and ratify the UN Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment;

· Botswana, xe "Lesotho" Lesotho Lesotho, xe "Malawi" Malawi Malawi, xe "Mauritius" Mauritius Mauritius, xe "Mozambique" Mozambique Mozambique, xe "Namibia" Namibia Namibia, xe "South Africa" South Africa South Africa and xe "Zambia" Zambia Zambia to ensure that torture is defined as a crime in their national laws, in line with their obligation under Article 4 of the Convention against Torture;

· xe "Botswana"BotswanaBotswana, Lesotho, Malawi and xe "Zambia"ZambiaZambia to repeal or amend laws which allow the use in any proceedings of any statements or evidence obtained as a result of torture or ill-treatment, except as evidence against the person accused of torture or ill-treatment;

· SADC countries to repeal or amend laws which allow for incommunicado detention or prolonged detention without trial or remove the jurisdiction of the courts in bail matters. Such laws include: The Pre-Trial Detention Law of 1992 (xe "Angola"AngolaAngola); The Dangerous Drugs Act of 1986 and the Prevention of Terrorism Act of 2002 (Mauritius); The Criminal Procedure Code of 1929 (xe "Mozambique"MozambiqueMozambique); The 1993 Non-Bailable Offences Order and subsequent amendments (xe "Swaziland"SwazilandSwaziland);

We also call on the European Union to play a more active role in assisting efforts by SADC countries to implement and promote measures to develop policing services that are lawful, impartial, humane and that can deal effectively with the legitimate demands of communities for safety and security.  The EU should step up financial and technical support for 


· providing police with professional skills, appropriate equipment and adequate resources to effectively tackle crime and respond to the needs of victims of crime in accordance with international standards;  

· initiatives by the Southern African Regional Police Chiefs Co-operation Organization (SARPCCO) to promote professional and effective policing through training in ethical and human rights standards;

· and cooperation by non-governmental and community-based organizations with police to improve services to victims of crime, particularly women and children, and to develop effective partnerships with the police to implement crime reduction plans based on careful intelligence and lawful methods. 

When European Union and SADC ministers gathered in Botswana in November 2000, they reaffirmed the importance they attach to respect for human rights, fundamental freedoms and the principles of democracy. As these principles continue to be under attack, we urge the EU to move beyond standard phrases of political dialogue conclusions and engage SADC partners in effective action to tackle human rights violations by law enforcement personnel and to enhance the security for all living in the SADC in full respect of human rights.

We look forward to hearing from you about concrete steps the EU will take to this end at the forthcoming meeting in Mozambique. 

Yours sincerely, 

Dick Oosting







Lars Normann Joergensen


Director







Director

Amnesty International EU Office 




Amnesty International Denmark

� Please see Amnesty International’s report Policing to protect human rights – A survey of police practice in countries of the Southern African Development Community 1997-2002 (AI Index AFR 03/004/2002) for further information. The report is available at � HYPERLINK http://www.amnesty.org ��www.amnesty.org�
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